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Dear Congressman Andrews:
fEDERAL COMMlNCAlIONS COMMISSIt

OFFICE OF SECRETARY

Thank you for your letter of November 19, 1996, on behalf of your constituent,
Mr. Richard S. Wadleigh, Turnersville, New Jersey. Mr. Wadleigh, expresses concern
regarding the possible effect on emergency services communications as a result of the
Commission's recent proposal that establishes tentative policies for developing the initial
digital television (DTV) channel allotments. Mr. Wadleigh objects to any plans for
reassigning television channels, 18 and 21, currently being used in New Jersey for emergency
radio services. He states that this may have an adverse impact on public services in
Gloucester County, New Jersey. Your constituent also indicates that purchasing new
emergency radios to operate on the new channels should not be a burden on the communities.

On July 25, 1996, the Commission proposed policies for allotting channels for DTV service
and also provided a draft DTV Table of Allotments. (See Sixth Further Notice of Proposed
Rule Making in MM Docket No. 87-268, FCC No. 96-317, released August 14, 1996). In
that action, the Commission proposed to provide all existing television broadcasters with a
second 6 MHz channel for digital broadcasting. The Commission's plan for allotment of
DTV channels would maintain the channels currently used for land mobile operations in a
number of major markets, including channels 19 and 20 in the Philadelphia and adjacent New
Jersey region. While our draft DTV Table would provide for use of channel 21 in Vineland,
New Jersey and channel 18 in Secaucus, New Jersey, we believe that engineering solutions
are available for avoiding interference between DTV and land mobile operations on adjacent
frequencies. At the same time, we understand the potential for interference between existing
land mobile services and new DTV operations in the PhiladelphialNew Jersey region. Please
be assured that we are carefully evaluating all available alternatives for maintaining the
interests of land mobile operators as well as broadcasters as we develop the DTV Table of
Allotments.

We will also include a copy of your letter in MM Docket No. 87-268. Thank you again for
your interest in this matter.

Sincerely,

Richard M. Smith
Chief
Office of Engineering and Technology
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November 19, 1996

Ms. Linda Townsend Solheim
Director, Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St NW Rm 808
Washington, D.C. 20036-3505

Dear Ms. Solheim:

COMMITTEE:

ECONOMIC AND EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES

SUBCOMMlmES:
WORKFORCE PROTECTION
POST SECONOARY EOUCATION
AND LIFELONG TRAINING

COMMITTEE:

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
SUBCOMMITTEE:
ASIA

I write to you on behalf of Mr. Richard Wadleigh, 206
Wedgewood Dr., Turnersville, NJ OB012, who has contacted my office
for assistance. Enclosed please find correspondence regarding a
proposal to allow private TV stations to use a broadcast channel
which could impact the emergency communications systems in
Gloucester County.

I would appreciate if you would afford Mr. Wadleigh all due
consideration under the law in his efforts. In addition I would
be interested in receiving your review and reply to this
correspondence so that I may advise him accordingly.

Please forward your response to the attention of my aide, Ms.
Susan Gronek, at 506A White Horse Pike, Haddon Heights, NJ OB035,
(609) 546 - 5100, Fax: (609) 546 - 9529. Thank you in advance for
your time and consideration.

SZ;:;~~
ROBERT E. ANDREWS
Member of Congress

REA: smg
enc.

REPLY TO:

o 2439 RAYBURN BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-3001
(202) 225-6501

o 16 SOMERDALE SQUARE
SOMERDALE, NJ 06083-1345
(609) 627-9000

e-mail et:randrewS@hr.house.gov
THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECyCLED FIBERS

o 63 N. BROAD STREET
WOODBURY, NJ~602
(609) 848-3900
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Richard Wadleigh
Elaine Wadleigh
206 Wedgewood Drive
Turnersville, NJ 08012

(609) 227-3750

November 13, 1996

The Honorabl e Robert E. Andrews
Member of Congress
63 N. Broad
Woodbury, NJ 08096

Dear Congressman Andrews:

I am writing to you as a Fire Fighter, Emergency Medical Teclmician, a concerned
citizen and parent of five children concerning two issues:

First: I believe you're aware of the possibility of the Federal
eatm.mi.cations Ccmni.ssion intention to allow private TV stations to use a
broadcast channel which will greatly iIfl)act, adversely, the Emergency
Carmmications systems here in the County. I've enclosed a copy of a recent
article fran the Gloucester County Times which outlines this situation. I am
asking for you to, if possible, make inquiries to the FCC to find out their
reasoning behind this ill advised rrove; and if possible stop this infringement
on the Public safety in our carm.mities. I understand that in this day of
government looking for sources of revenue an agency of the government may
believe this to be a legitimate source; but it should not cane at the expense of
our ccmmmi.ties' well being.

Second: The Consumer Product safety Ccmni.ssion recent decision to drop the
requirements for children's sleepwear flamnability standards by bowing to
"industry" requests places all small children at risk. I've attached an article
fran the Fire Marshal Association of North America, September 1996 journal
which outlines this situation. Decreasing government regulation in IIBny areas is
a worth cause, but not at the expense of our children's safety. Allowing
industry to dictate what's safe, i.e. consumer education may be desirable;
however, telling parents to buy tight fitting clothing is not the answer. The
last paragraph of the article sums up my opinion. I am asking you to express our
displeasure at this attack on the safety of our children.

Should you, or your staff wish to contact me by telephone, you may call my
office at 609 256 4567.

Thank you for taking the time to review my concerns, I very lTA1ch appreciate your
efforts on behalf of the citizens of the County.

Sincerely yours,

-r:. //j'" _c,~ .
Richard S. Wadleigh



1V channel may disrupt emergency transmissions

Queries about Westville mayor

future water tower in the town
ship as Municipal Utilities
Authority officials and the mayor
disagreed at a planning board
meeting over the lettering.

Planning board members and
representatives from Barnside
Dt1'leloi-n1l'llt ~11sc\.s'lPci the iir.er
points of the new development
plan during the planners' work
session Tuesday night.

Barnside now plans to build
120 single-family houses.

(See PLANNERS, Page A·5)

'It won't become a
public issue until the
ambulance doesn't
come. We can't
respond to a call if
we can't hear.'

- Carmen Simonelli
communications center

deputy director

interest ofthe town?"
The mayor did not respond to

that question, but solicitor
Walter L. Marshall answered
what the basic procedure would
be for replacing the mayor if he
were to resign.

He said that the Re~~ y
Party's executive co:/, fr,

~~~nd ~~:~}~nd~!'~T1~ ,jon..,IfTr

By KIRSTEN HARTMAN
StaffWriter

WASHINGTON TWP.
H~mes in the $150,000 price
range will fill the area formerly
slated for affordablL to}~.dnb

near Twin Ponds East now that a
planning compromise has been
reached here.

Another compromise, however,
will have W be reached on the
slogan planned for the side of a

cut in Wash. Twp.

independent Councilman-elect
Kenneth Lopez asked what the
process would beto elect the next
mayor if Owens were to quit.

"I'm not sure," the mayor
stated.

Other residents were asking as
well, with some demanding a
response to more pointed ques
tions.

station WHSP-TV, which
currently broadcasts on UHF
Channel 65, would be allowed to
broadcast digital signals on
Channel 21 from its Camden
County tower - an arrangement
that some officials say could have
a devastating impact on county
wide emergency service cO:'3mu
nication.

"It won't become a public il?sue
until the ambulance doesn't
conie," said Carmen Simonelli,
Deputy Director of the Glouc-

(See CHANNEL, Page A·2)

By ROB GEN1'IEU
StaffWriter

FRANKLIN TWP. - If a Vine
land television station gains
federal approval for a new
channel re-assignment, the
entire region could experience a
major disruption in its emer
gency radio communications, offi
cials said Tuesday.

In a plan under consideration
by the Federal Communications
Commission, the Vineland

WESTVILLE - At a jam
packed council meeting Tuesday
night, Mayor Charles Owens was
bombarded with questions about
the procedure for filling the
vaCancy ifhe were to resign from

By DIANE M. WATSON
StaffWriter

JACK HERITAGE
Says ban will hann his business

Static

Ired
ittee and will now go
Be. 12.
Clghs of Glassboro,
Woodbury Heights,
Washington Town

llready banned ciga-
gmach'nes.
Greenwich ordinance
elf-serve racks and
~y promotion of any
.duct within a retail
mt wherein the rack
is not specifically

JKE8, Page A·7) .
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~r said his
orematurely
leformi.ty.
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would begin Saturday at Texaco
sites unless the $520 million
lawsuit was settled by then.
Texaco executives are accused of

~ .......~,,, ....... l .... '-. ...... '"l il ..... i J. LA"':';)u.,~,) ~""l,",ii

Jackson and other black leaders
at the company's headquarters.
He said the meeting was "a
significant help to Texaco" but

The laWSUIt, on beha11 01 1,4UU
minority workers, claims in part
that a former treasurer, Robert
Ulrich, described blacks as
"niggers" while denigrating

.tllJur met earher Tuesday III

Baltimore with Kweisi Mfume,
president of the National Associ
ation for the Advancement of
Colored People.'

KEYSTONE JACKPOT
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November 12:
Midday: 308
Eveoing:Oll

PLAY4
November 12:

how the federal government can
even considel" it," said Barnum
"It's somethmg we have to stay
on top of to make sure that they
do the right thing."

Simonelli said the Gloucester
County Communications Center
has already sent a letter to the
FCC and the County Freeholder
Board stating the center's opposi
tion to the channel re-assign
ment. He said the FCC is
requesting input, and should
respond to the center by mid-De
cember.

A copy of the Franklin resolu
tion will be sent to the FCC, two
county freeholders, several state
and federal legislators and every
Gloucester County municipality.

An official decision from the
FCC, Simonelli said, would prob
ably come early next year.

"What we're trying to do right
now is to get our objections in
early - and loud - so we don't
nave a major cost issue later,"
said Hogan.

JLq"~~;;,~

NEW JERSEY
PICK 3

November 12: 493
Straight: $302.50

Box: $50
Pairs: $30
PICK 4

November 12: 3658
Straight: $2,887

Box: $120
CASH 5

November 12:
02, 07, 19,28,31

5 out of5: $180,062

"If they override our channel,
our equipment would have to be
;\.·P:'h::'C:~, I~\J~;~u "aid. "Why
should our taxpayers have to pay
that kind of money? Somebody
would have to compensate us,"
he said. Ifapproved, that some
body should have to be the FCC,
he said.

The current county equipment,
Hogan said, is new and in good
shape.

At Ii distance of eight miles
from the county border, the
station's Waterford Township
tower would use about 271,000
watts, whereas the county base
transmitters use only about 80
watts, Simonelli said..

In addition to the 600
licensees, 9,600 public safety
transmitters, such as hand-held
walkie-talkies and CB radios,
and 16,000 private-sector trans
mitters in the region would be
affected by the channel re-as
signment, he said. "It's going to
interfere with public safety in
this area," he said.

"It's so ridiculous, I can't see

Acorrection
The charges against two Penns

Grove men charged with the
December 1995 murder of a
Woolwich Township woman were
listed incorrectly in' a photo
caption in Sunday's Times.

Luis A. Cruz Jr. faces the
death penalty and Jorge Pinto
Rivera is charged with murder as
an accomplice.

The Times regrets the error.

concerned about the public."
Digital signals, which could

provi2 f' ~. ,.ha:'!J~l tl.!~ ~'l~~i,)i~

picture, would be broadcast on
the new channel, said Gloucester
County Emergency Management
Coordinator and committeeman
elect Jim Hogan.

"What it comes down to is that
the TV stations want more power
to run a digitally-enhanced
system for TV," Hogan said.

Gloucester County and its
related municipal licensees
Ylould be forced to switch to other
frequencief if their communica
tion was severely hindered by
channel 21, but would have to
purchase new equipment that
would have the capability to
reach those frequencies, Hogan
said.

That new equipment could cost
an estimated $17 million county
wide - arid would possibly have
to be purchased by taxpayers.
Committeeman Peter Scapellato
said new township equipment
here could cost an estimated
$250,000. "It would step allover
our communications," he said.

Channel------------

Tuesday: None

(ContinuedlromPageA-l)
ester County Communications
Clider. "'fit (<ta't re3pond to a
call ifwe can't hear."

The township committee on
Tuesday unanimously passed a
resolution "expressing concern
over and in opposition to the
assignment of Channel 21 to a
television broadcast station
within the Southern New
Jersey-Philadelphia region."
If the FCC reassigns Channel

21 to WHSP-TV, Simonelli said
the audio signals of 600
licensees, including the county
communications center, the
.Sheriffs Office and many munic
ipal police, fire and ambulance
departments within the South
Jersey-Philadelphia' region
would be jumbled and inter
fered-with because they
currently use the Channel 20
bandwidth.

Because the frequencies are so
close, both channels would
produce static and interference
on each other, he said.

"When they broadcast digital
'. signals, they are going to tear-up

our radios ,So we can't talk," he
said. "We feel this will kill us."

WHSP-TV officials could not be
reached for comment Tuesday
evening.

"We're definitely going to have
a problem," said Franklin Police
ChiefJames Barnum. "I don't see
how the FCC can do this and be
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Natlon.1 Fire Protection
association •••poncls to CPSC

Decl,lon on Children's
SI••pwear FI....alllllty

Stantlarels
The NFPA has responded to the U.S. Consumer Product

Safety Commission (CPSC) ruling regarding children's sleep
wear with disappointment and deep concern for the safety of
America's children. The CPSC ruling allows children's sleep
wear to be made of flammable materials like untreated cotton, so
long as it's tight-fitting on children of the age it's designed for.
And CPSC's ruling totally exempts sleepwear for children up to
nine months of age, on the ground that they arcn't mobile enough
to approach dangerous open flames. "Children age five and under
are twice as likely to die in fire as everyone else:' says NFPA
research expert Dr. John R. Hall, Jr. "CPSC's ruling has removed
needed protection from this highly vulnerable group."

As CPSC Chairman Ann Brown said in her minority state
ment cpposing the changes, "the sleepwear standards are work
ing:' We believe that CPSC's reasoning in support of this
change was fatally flawed in a number of ways. Specifically,
these include NFPA's concern that clothes designed to be tight
fitting may not be tight-fitting in practice. Oversized garments
are likely to be purchased for children in order to provide
greater comfort and room to grow. When this occurs, parents
will be stripping their children of any protection from open
flame clothing fires and the severe, often fatal, bums they can
cause. For preschoolers, already at higher risk of death from
fire, the results could be catastrophic.

1,FPA says the greatest fIre dangers to smalll.:hiloren I.:ome
from other young children. "Every year, hundreds of children
die in fires caused by children playing with fire. They represent
more than a third of all the preschoolers killed in fires each
year." says Dr. Hall. "Many nine-month-old infants will be able
to crawl or walk toward the attractive hazard of an open flame in
the hands of an older sibling or playmate. Once they enter the
play circle, these toddlers will be exposed to clothing ignition
with no protection at alL"

Dr. Hall notes that the CPSC made this change with provi
sions for enhanced labeling, consumer education by industry,
and close tracking of any change in bum experience. "This
means that the CPSC shares NFPA's concern that this relaxation
will cause a real hazard for children. Unfortunately, there is no
early-warning system for clothing fires," concludes Dr. Hall.
'The Erst evidence that the new standard isn't working will be
burned bodies of small children. That's a terribly high price to

P<lY to test a speculative theory that proven fire protection can be
rolled hack without consequence."

Preventing Church arson
by John Robison, Alabama State Fire Marshal and member of
FMANA Executive Board

The occurrence of church fires throughout the United States
has drawn much political and media attention during the past 18
months. The primary focus of this attention has been the investi
gation of these fires and the prosecution of those responsible for
cases involving arson.

From a nationwide perspective, prevention did not attract any
attention until mid-June. In Alabama, however, the State Fire
Marshals Office recognized arson prevention as one of our most
powerful resources for stemming the tide of this problem. To
~his end, a church protection program was developed in April.
The focus of this program is to educate church leaders regarding
fire, arson, and general crime prevention, as these problems
relate to churches.

Educational materials were developed for distribution to
church leaders. Handouts outline steps which should be taken to
prevent churches from becoming targets. Steps include general
fire prevention measures such as compliance with adopted fire
and building codes, compliance with electrical code require
ments, proper storage of flammable and combustible liquids,
and installation of automatic fire detection equipment.

To help prevent arson and other crimes, church leaders are
taught to lock churches when there are no activities, to provide
interior and exterior lighting at night, to immediately report any
suspicious activities to local law enforcement agencies, and to
establish neighborhood crime watch programs.

Tht' pwg. am is presented to au) gmup of dILlrc!J~f. req\1\','
ing the information. Presentations are coordinated through fire
departments and associations, local law enforcement agencies,
and ministerial groups.

Education and prevention are not the only purposes for devel
oping the program. Developing better relationships between the
fire marshals office, the fire service, local law enforcement, and
the community is but one other reason for inviting various reli
gions and denominations to join hands in this effort.

Presentation participants are told, prior to the beginning of
the program, that the focus of the program is prevention.
Personnel presenting the program do not discuss fires which
have already occurred.

Several presentations have already been made. Any depart
ment or organization that would like additional information
regarding this effort should call the Alabama State Fire Marshals
Office at (334) 241-4166.
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